
     

Owning Lakeshore in  
Douglas County

Owning lakeshore can be the most 
rewarding experience of a lifetime. 
From the peaceful sound of the lake 
lapping at the shore to the fabulous 
sunsets over the horizon, being near 
water is relaxing and nurturing.

The Douglas County Lakes Association 
wants your entire experience to be a 
positive one so we have compiled some 
of the NEED TO KNOW items regarding 
your lakeshore ownership 
responsibilities. To avoid confusion 
about who does what, know that the 
County has jurisdiction over anything 
from the Ordinary High Water level 
landward and the DNR jurisdiction is 
from the OHW forward.

First you must determine what the 
Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL ) is 
on your lake.  Your Lake Association or 
Julie Aadland, DNR in Fergus Falls, 218-
739-7576, can help you with this.  The 
OHWL is not where the water level is 
now, but rather where the DNR has 
established the highest level to be. 
Lake levels fluctuate continuously so 
don’t trust your judgment…get the 
facts!



“Buyers  BEWARE”
 There is a little known, often violated Zoning 
Ordinance in Douglas County, Section V. 
F.5.c .This Ordinance  prohibits contiguous lots 
owned by the same person, that do not meet 
today’s minimum size standards, from being 
sold individually, without first  obtaining a 
variance. 

TERMS  TO  KNOW

Bluff  Impact  Zone
The  Blu f f  Im p a c t  Zon e  is  the  blu f f  and  lan d  loc a t e d  wi t h i n  
30’  of  th e  top  of  the  blu f f .   Bu i l d i n g s ,  acc e s s o r y  
st r u c t u r e s  and  wa l k o u t  bas e m e n t s  are  no t  al l o w e d  in  the  
blu f f  im p a c t  zon e.  This  de t e r m i n a t i o n  ma y  be  di f f i c u l t ,  
ple a s e  con t a c t  the  Lan d  and  Reso u r c e  Dep a r t m e n t

Shore  Impact  Zone  is  de f i n e d  as  the  are a  ex t e n d i n g  
lan d w a r d  fro m  the  OHWL,  ha l f  of  the  dis t a n c e  of  th e  
st r u c t u r e  se t b a c k .  This  are a  is  the  mo s t  sens i t i v e  are a  of  
la k e  pro p e r t y  an d  req u i r e s  the  mo s t  pro t e c t i o n . Bu i l d i n g s  
an d  acc e s s o r y  st r u c t u r e s  are  no t  al l o w e d  in  th i s  are a.

Impervious  Surface  Coverage :  25%  is  the  
ma x i m u m  am o u n t  of  lan d  tha t  ma y  be  cove r e d  by  
sur f a c e s  tha t  repe l  wa t e r .  (This  inc l u d e s  bu i l d i n g s ,  
sid e w a l k s ,  dec k s ,  lan d s c a p i n g ,  an d  dr i v e w a y s ,  grav e l  or  
ot h e r w i s e ,  etc.)

Shoreland  District:  Any  lan d  wi t h i n  10 0 0 ’  of  a  la k e,  
300’  fro m  a  rive r  or  str e a m  an d  the  des i g n a t e d  flo o d  
pla i n  regu l a t e d  by  the  Sho r e l a n d  Ma n a g e m e n t  Ac t.

Wetlands : We t l a n d s  are  pro t e c t e d  ei t h e r  by  the  MN  
DNR  or  the  MN  We t l a n d  Cons e r v a t i o n  Ac t.  We t l a n d s  on  
you r  pro p e r t y  are  reg u l a t e d  fro m  fi l l i n g  and  dr a i n i n g  and  
hav e  se t b a c k s  of  ei t h e r  25  or  50  fee t  dep e n d i n g  on  the  
type  of  we t l a n d .  We t l a n d s  cou l d  ran g e  fro m  a  dep r e s s i o n  
are a  tha t  m i g h t  ho l d  wa t e r  fo r  a  few  wee k s  in  the  spr i n g  
to  an  ope n  wa t e r  po n d.  If  you  ques t i o n  if  a  we t l a n d  exis t s  
on  you r  pro p e r t y  ca l l  SWCD  @ 763-3 1 9 1  ex t3.



PERMITS

Shoreland  Alteration  Permits  
are  required  for:

• Cons t r u c t i o n  of  re t a i n i n g  wa l l s
• Rep a i r  or  reco n s t r u c t i o n  of  exis t i n g  re t a i n i n g  

wa l l s

• Mov e m e n t  of  less  th a n  ten  cub i c  yar d s  of  fi l l  
or  soi l  in  the  impact zones or  on  ste e p  
slop e s

• Mov e m e n t  of  mo r e  tha n  fi f t y  cub i c  yar d s  of  
fi l l  or  soi l  ou t s i d e  of  the  im p a c t  zone s  in  a  
res i d e n t i a l  sho r e l a n d  dis t r i c t

• Ice  ridg e  rem o v a l
• San d  bea c h  are a  cons t r u c t i o n

• Sta i r s,  pa t i o s ,  dec k s
• Removal of any trees, shrubs  or 

vegetation

Conditional  Use  Permits  are  
required  for :

• Mov e m e n t  of  mo r e  tha n  ten  cub i c  yar d s  of  
fi l l  or  soi l  in  the  impact zones or  on  a  stee p  
slop e

• Mov e m e n t  of  mo r e  tha n  fi f t y  cub i c  yar d s  of  
fi l l  or  soi l  ou t s i d e  of  the  im p a c t  zone s  in  a  
res i d e n t i a l  sho r e l a n d  dis t r i c t

• Ret a i n i n g  wa l l  &  land s c a p e  pro j e c t s  of  25’  
in  leng t h  or   mo r e  th a n  3’  hig h.

When  in doubt…check  it out .
Vio l a t i o n s  car r y  ser i o u s  con s e q u e n c e s .  Af t e r-
the-Fac t  Per m i t s  are  $900,  plu s  you  ma y  hav e  
to  res t o r e  you r  lan d  to  the  or i g i n a l  con d i t i o n!!

You r  con t r a c t o r  or  lan d s c a p e r  sho u l d  be  
kno w l e d g e a b l e  abo u t  the  req u i r e d  pe r m i t s!

Lan d  an d  Reso u r c e  Dep a r t m e n t  320-762-3863



MORE  TO  KNOW  :

Use of a fertilizer containing phosphorus  is  
not allowed in the State of Minnesota.

When any work is being done erosion control 
methods must be used to prevent erosion into 
public waters. All landscapers must be licensed 
by the County.  Check first before you hire.

Bur n i n g  is  no t  al l o w e d  wi t h i n  100  fee t  
of  the  la k e.  Only  ca m p f i r e s  th r e e  fee t  acr o s s
 or  less  are  al l o w e d  nea r  the  la k e
 bu t  in  a  ring  to  pre v e n t  ash  fro m  
esc a p i n g  to  the  la k e.

Rem o v i n g  aqu a t i c  pl a n t s  or  al t e r i n g  sho r e l i n e  wi l l  
requ i r e  a  per m i t  fro m  the  Mi n n e s o t a  DNR.   Aqu a t i c  
pl a n t s  and  na t u r a l  sho r e l i n e s  prov i d e  hab i t a t  for  
fis h  and  wi l d l i f e,  he l p  m a i n t a i n  wa t e r  cla r i t y  and  
pro t e c t  sho r e l i n e s  fro m  eros i o n .   
Wh i l e  cu t t i n g  a  sm a l l  are a  of  sub m e r g e d  aqu a t i c  
pl a n t s  for  rec r e a t i o n a l  ac t i v i t i e s  is  al l o w e d  wi t h o u t  a  

per m i t ,  the  fo l l o w i n g  require  an  Aqu a t i c  Pla n t  
Ma n a g e m e n t  Per m i t .  Cos t  is  $35  and  is  va l i d  for  
ONE  YEAR:

- Usin g  her b i c i d e s  or   
alg a e c i d e s  

to  con t r o l  aqu a t i c  pl a n t s  in  
pub l i c  wa t e r s
- Rem o v i n g  em e r g e n t  
vege t a t i o n ,  li k e  
bu l r u s h ,  ca t t a i l s  or  wi l d  rice;
- Rem o v i n g  floa t i n g  lea f  vege t a t i o n ,  

li k e  wa t e r  li l i e s,  in  an  are a  lar g e r  tha n  a  
cha n n e l  1 5  fee t  wi d e  ex t e n d i n g  to  ope n  

wa t e r
- Cu t t i n g ,  pu l l i n g  or  me c h a n i c a l l y  con t r o l l i n g  
vege t a t i o n  in  an  are a  larg e r  th a n  2,500  squ a r e  fee t  
or  wi d e r  tha n  50  fee t ;
- Rem o v i n g  or  rel o c a t i n g  a  bog  of  any  size  th a t  is  
free  floa t i n g  or  lodg e d  in  any  are a  ot h e r  th a n  its  
or i g i n a l  loca t i o n ;
- Ins t a l l i n g  or  ope r a t i n g  an  au t o m a t e d  pl a n t  con t r o l  
dev i c e  (such  as  the  Cra ry  Wee d R o l l e r ,  
Bea c h g r o o m e r  or  La k e  Swee p e r). Cal l  Gle n w o o d  
DNR  @320-634-457 3



The Shoreland Ordinance
The complete Ordinance can be found at:  www.co.douglas.mn.us

Lakes are zoned differently based on size and 
depth. There are three lake classifications: 
general development (largest size, lowest 
restrictions), recreational development (medium 
size, medium restrictions), and natural 
environment (smallest size, greatest restrictions).

Douglas County uses this classification system 
as a starting point, but may further restrict 
alterations based on the sensitivity a particular 
project may have on the lake system.

Minimum Lot Requirements – Riparian Lots on an Unsewered Lake
Gen.Dev
. (GDS)

Rec.Dev
. (RDS)

Natural 
Env.
A-1

Natural 
Env. 
A-2

Natural 
Env.
A-3

Minimum Lot Size 
(sq ft)

20,000 40,000 80,000 80,000 90,000

Minimum 
Lot Width (ft)

100 150 200 250 300

Minimum 
Lot Depth (ft)

150 150 150 150 150

Maximum building 
height

25 25 25 25 25

Setback  from 
Public Road ROW

32 32 32 32 32

Setback  Public 
Road Centerline

65 65 65 65 65

Side Yard Setback 
(before 8/9/66)

6 6 6 6 6

Side Yard Setback 
(after 8/9/66)

10 10 10 10 10

Building Setback 
from Lake

75 100 150 150 150

ISTS  System 
Setback from Lake

75 75 150 150 150

Impervious 
Surface Limit

25% 25% 20% 20% 20%

http://www.co.douglas.mn.us/


Other Resources:

www.dnr.state.mn.us
Julie Aadland, Fergus Falls, for in-lake & 
shoreline alterations permits 218-739-7576
www.extension.umn.edu/shoreland  
Karen Terry,  218-998-3927
Shoreline lakescaping
www.dcswcd.com /
Douglas Soil and Water Conservation 
District

 SWCD Jerry Haggenmiller 320-762-3191 ext3
www.srwdmn.org  
Sauk River Watershed District
www.minnesotawaters.org
(formerMinnesota Lakes Association)
www.shorelandmanagement.org
Tips on lakescaping

www.co.douglas.mn.us/land&resource.htm
 Douglas County Land & Resource Dept. 

Courthouse- 306 8thAvenue, 
Alexandria
320-762-3863

This brochure is provided for 
you by:

WWW.DCLAMN.ORG

P.O. Box 1211 
Alexandria, MN 56308

http://www.co.douglas.mn.us/land&resourc%09e.htm
http://www.shorelandmanagement.org/
http://www.minnesotawaters.org/
http://www.srwdmn.org/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/shoreland
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/

